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FLEET MAY BE HERE JULY FOURTH

It present signs be trfue Honolulu
may expect to entertain the great fleet
which Admiral Evans brought through
the Straits of Magellan around Into
the Pacific, on the Fourth ol July.

Original plans were that the sixteen
battleships, at present under comy-
mand of Rear Admiral Tbomas on
account of the [liness at Paso Nobles
of Rear Admiral Evans, together with
ag many more crulsors, anxiliaries and
torpedo boats, would leave Ban Fran-
oléco about July 6 for Honolulw, en

vou ask? Shooling Is what a navy is
for. Of courke; and In the old daye
renl shooting was done only in time
of war. A Bennte commiftee recently
has been ligtening to accounts of what
that kind of shooting amounled to at
tho battle of Santlago, and some have
gald they dld and others have sald
they didn't and It has been back and
forth did and didn’t—Dbut let thal go,
The fact of importance ia that the
Navy no longer walts for war to learn
how to shoot., Twice a year it has
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route to New Zealand, Australla, China,
Japan and the Philippines, but the lat-
o5t talk has it that, in order to fulfill
plans for the return East of at least a
portion of the big fleet, the sixteen
men-of-war and those vessels which
accompany them, will have to leave
San Franciscon about June 20, which
would bring them to Honolulu in time
to be entertained on Independence Day.

In this event never before will Hono-
luln have enjoyed so great a distine-
tion and the people of this city will
have on their hands the greatest re-

ception scheme experienced in the
history of the islands, a proposition
likely to exceed anything to come for
A great many years.

AT MAGDALENA BAY.

“When Admiral Hvans' fleet arrived
in Magdalena Bay two days ahead of
schedule time,” a correspondent on
hoard the Loulsiana wrote, “there was
undoubtedly a sense of relief in officlal
cireles in Washinglon over what was
praclically the termination of the long
crujge to the Pacifie, and also one ol
gratification because the ships, as Ad-
miral Bvans notified the Navy Depart
ment, were in betier condition than
when they left Hampton Roads and
ready for any duty within an hour's
notice,

"On the feet there was no sense of
reliefl over the safe and prompt ars
rival. That was taken as a mere mat-
ter of course. It 18 true every one way
a little prond over the performance
of the fleet and glad that it had
shaken itself Into a nomogeneous unit
and was In first-clags fighting condi-
tion, not as separale battleships but
a8 n fleet. In the matter of cruising
the flesl at lnst was as one ship and
lots of ugeful things had been learned.

“On the ships the arrival was marked
by just the opposite feeling from relief
and gratification, The offlcers and men
frankly were not in a placid state of
mind. All were under an intense ten-
sion. They were what might be called
wronght up, What, you say, American
men-of-wars men in a nervous condi-
tion—one that actvally showed itsell
in their work and their play? No, not
i their play, for there wasn't any.
Well, but sep fighters nervous? Not
a mother's son of "em would admit such
a thing, Preposterous! Men with
nerves on war shipa? Well, perhaps
not nerves as the ordinary person
speaks of these anatomical eut-ups, hut

exhaustive target practice—one for
what Is called record practice and once
for battle practice. )

“Record practice 18 ot target at
exactly & known distance. Every gun
on every ship is fired individually at
that target. Battle practice is at a
target that simulates In size and dis-
tance the ship of an enemy. All the
gung of the ship that reach that range
are fired apparently helter-skelter for
a given number of minutes. The range
in that case has to be found out,

“Record practice Is held to qualify
gun pointers, or, as the Engligh eali
it, gun layers. Ite purpose is to find
out the best shooters on the ship and
to give them practice. Battle practice
ig to give these gun pointers an op-
portunity q displaying their gkill in

small projectiles and bags of powder,
and If you had been drivlng so as not
to make a falge step or move and bad
been getting up team-work so as to do
your work in the shortest possibla
time, where fractions of seconds count;
if you had a gun crew or were a mer-
ber of one where probably one-hall of
the men had never heard a big gun go
off before and therte was danger Lhat
you would go gun-shy; if for weeks
and weeks you hmd been toid to do ex-
actly thig and that and never to do that
and this, and a lot of other tremend-
ougly important thangs had been dinted
Into yonr eurs, especially mutters ro-
iting to safety, and you rondzed that
some bhlunder of yours migat endanger
not only yourzed! and your mretes, but
the ship itself; If yop recalied that the
Nuvy glves n prize to the best crew on
the flest for cach kind of guns firea,
and there jg algo a ship's prize for the
best work of these guns, and that n
You did your work well amd won out
there would be from $20 to $60, or pos-
sibly more, for sourseif aod escn of
vour males; if yon knew how one gun's
crew bhets it will beat its rival, it you
knew how every man on every ship is
intensely eager to get the Naval trophy
in shooting for his own ship, so that
all hands can put on proper airs and
siny In a deprecating way: ‘Of course
we were glad to get the trophy, but 1t
was nothing, mere nothing; why we
could beat it all to pleces in a fight, but
of course, we dont want to brag: if
you conld see these men working over-
time of their own volltion in the Morris
tube training, the minlature target
shooting that is practised daily on the
giips, youd begin to realize how o
ship gets all wrougnt up over this
target practice.

“The captain naturaly wants his ship
to come out fivst, when you get down
to the real business of a warship; the
division officers want the ship to win
and their own divisions to be firat: the
gun crews, with money at stake for
them and with the great pride that
Uncle SBam's saflormen have, down to
the last man, to excel in any contest,
are more eager, if that were possible,
than the officers (o get the shooting
retord.  The result is tnat when the
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what would seem to be slam-bang
work, but what Is really the result of
months, and even years, of seientific
training of the eve and hand and of
the mind in Knowing just when to pull
a trigger or snap .. lanyard at exact-
Iy the right fraction of a second,

“You wee, the secret of suceess in
fighting on the sea, as it is practieal-
Iy in every kind of fighting, les in the
Inst avalysls, in what the Weslern man
cills ‘getting the drop on the other
fellow." The way to get that drop
on war ghips is to find out the men
who can shoot straightest and fastest
and ecan keep thelr nerve, and then ba
prépared to turn 'em loose when war
comes. The target practice here has
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certalnly something was the matter
with sll hands. Evidences of what the
cub reporter would call suppressed ex-
citement were plenly everywnere, on
every ship,

“What was it all about! What was
the matter? The answer s very
slmple and short:

“The time to begin shooting had
come—that was all,

“But why get worked up over that,

been of that kind, to plek out and
traln gun pointers, It wus record prac-
tlee exclusively.

NERVE ON A WAR SHIP.

“But why should they be nervous
about It?

“Well, if for three months you had
been working almost day and night in
the practice of loading and fring guns,
had been lfting, pushing, pulllng
things about to represent great and

HE RHODE ISLAND,

great day approaches everyone Is as
much under o severe straln as a tralned
university football team approaching
the great game of the seazon, 'I'eam-
work has been the alm of the drills.
o pretend to'be cool and utlerly un-
concerned is the (ittle gnme of by-play
that Is going on.
EVERYONE ON EDGE.

“*As the day comes on you don't hear
much levity ubout the ship. The time
of the grouch is at hand. Why, even
the officers can hurdly be civil to one
another, and as for the men, they get
saying things to one another in thelr
disputes and heat and anxiety that
would make a stranger think they
were dangerously near an upriging.
I'he ordnanee officer loses all  his
friends and the division officers glares
at him and one another as if ench felt
sorry that the earth in general and
the ship In particular was encumbered
with such pledful gpecimens of human-
iy,

“Now and then they get to telling
one another what they think of things,
not meaning a word of It, and sorie
thoes o dispute goes clear up to the
Captain for him to decide. He does
decide It gravely, and perhaps when
the disputants leave he turns away and
smlles as he recalls that men aré but
children of larger growth, and after
all he's glid 1o see these things come
np becanse . shows how hard and
varpestly everyone 8 working and
bending all his energles to be first,
Be first! Be first! That's the thought
of everyone, and all these bickerings,
sharp-tongued retorts, objections, sug-
gestions, sullen looks-—yes, even drawn
faces—mean that every ounce of
energy, of intensity that the men on
the ship have I8 being expended In the
task at hand,

“When you see all this you can un-
derstand why the men of a seven-inch
gun's crew, for example, who think
they have what they ecall a look-ln for
the Navy prize, elect to sleep beside
thelr pet gun all night, just ns & stable
boy sleeps in the stall of his grest

racor who is to be out the next day
for the supreme contest of the yvear;
you ean understand why some of the
officers refuse o  whave (hemso|ves
until target practice is all over and
they begin to look as if they were
training to be pirates, bad and bold;
every paval hoodoo s avolded! vou ean
s#¢e¢ why the men go over ovory part of
the mechanism of the guns, olling, rub-
hing, shining, testing puris until you
wonder whether the gun Hself Is not
in a state of aglintion and the male-
ciles which the experts gravely as-
gert are alwayn In a slate of motion,
are not racing back and forth and say-
ing contemptuonn things
other.

to "oné an-

“Why, some of these men never allow
themieives out of sight of thelr gun
lest somoethlng may happon (o it They
pal the guns with their uauds ang
whisper pet names to thom, and tell
them to do their best, and if gy win
why they'il put ribbons on them and
point them oul to averyoue. Amd,. 1n-
deed, more than one gun—It would be
telling to say which ones—dld wear
ribbon decorations and did receive em-
braces from a victorious crew, after
the shooting was over,

part of thal machine of destroction, an
automuton,
SPECTACULAR NIGHT SHOOTING.
“Thae most spectacular part of the
shooting Is with the smallest and big-
BUAL guris.  The small guns are shot at
night, Great black targets with white
centers are put up and then your own
ship, or possibly another anchored
near, luminates the targets with fonr
or five great senvehlights.  The guns
hoom and soom o Hetle curleyene of
Hght is soon curving through the alr.
It 18 whiat is called a tracer, a chem-
lenl sol on fite by (he redhol, projectile
ns H fMies, Yo see (1 hit the target
and then In the mys of the lights you
ked o splash,

“Then the leght goes curving up Into

, the alr and you know the projectile is

ricocheting. Down it comes. There Is
unother leap and fight, and thon an-
other and another, and far off, twn or
three miles away, It disappoars,  The
projectile has made jts ipst Jump., 8o
fast are the small guns fired that fre-
auently from five to ten of these rook-
oy are leaping and Jumping townrd
the sky and ocurving back Into thre
black water, It {s beautiful fireworks

“Although the small guns are fired

“Just before the shooting Legins a At night, some of them are fired in the
calm, a stillness cumes over the ship. day time. The string of these gung iy

slea stendy themselves with a supremet™n off first,

efforl 10 keep cool; the ship consey (o
¢ dangerously mnear n madhouse ;
everyone girds up his loins and gpits
on this hands, metaprorically speaking,
and the gpirit of do or die thkos pos-
&esslon of the ship, and, us the guns go
bang, bang, and hoom, boom, you'd
think these officers and men had done
nothing else ali their lives but ghoat
off projectiles and It was as much a
mitter of conrse with them as gelting
their breakfastd. Al hands nre now
smiling and good cheer perviules every
compartment, and s ‘That's fine,
Bill!'" ‘Hit ‘em again!’ ‘Bock it to
em!' ‘Boak 'er!” ‘You're doin’ grenf!®
Never mind, that's only one miss!'
Buliy boy!' dnd the like.

“But it is time to ghoot. Every one
now is calm and eager to begin, The
bosn and three Inunches and two boats'
crews go out and put up the first tar-
gets. The ship gets under way and
steames about s m\'ﬁ' antil she gets the
proper headway of a predetermined

speed.  The men at the targels sel them

up and steam away to a buoy a guar-
ter of a wmile from the turget. Slowly
the ship swings out and comes on the
range, just grazing the buoys that
mark the path. The men are at the
guns.  The outward buoy is passed and
then the ship approaches the first buoy,

where the firing s to begin. 'The exact
range of that polnt is known,

The ele-
vatlon of the gun s known, as is also
the deflection, You know the sightd
have to be right on the target, but the
Run itsell has to be aimed a little to
one side, g0 as (o account for ihe side
movement of the projectlle, due to the
ship’s motion, as it files through the
air. What 8 called fire control de-
termines just how much the gun muse
be elevated and how much it must be
deflected at a eertain Instant. There is
A& man at the gun who turns little
wheels and adjusts gauges, and he gety
word from some one else just what to
do and when to do it, Never mind how
this is communlested to him,

“Meanthme one man has been tratn-
ing the gun sideways and another has
been ralsing or lowerlug It, indepen-
dently of the man who has beepn set-
ting the deflection and fixing the
rapge, When tho cross-wires in the
gun-pointer's telescope ave right on
the bullseye und it s time to fire he
pulls a trigger and the electrical ap-
paratus sends a lightning impulse into
the powder, there Is & roar, a thin
cloud of smoke from the primer, a flash
and you look for the splash to see if it
is a hit.

No nolse of a gun s
quite 80 disutrbing as that of the
three-inch weapons,  You may stoff
your ears fun of cotton—and nearly
every one on ship does that—but the
terrible ernck smites through it and
glves you a jolt, The deck feels an
carthquake tremor, and you are glad
when the ghip goes off the range. But
this is getting ahead of the story, Sup-
pose the ship has just passed the onter
buoy. Steadily she approaches the first
firing one.  soon word is pussed:

“*‘Buoy on the bow!’

"The umpires have their watches in
hand, the crew prepares to lond, Now
the buoy is abenm. A red fiag £008
up ta the forward yardarm, the whistle
blows, and then the command from
the officer in charge is aeard:

" 'Commence firing!

"That is all the commuud that in
miven, For the small guns a given
number of shols must be fired as quick-

of the smo!l guns with red palnt and
to make repulrs, change targets and
i things up generally Then comes

another sturt for the mnge and so
honr fifter hour the ship goes back
and forth untit every small gun has

had B say and every polnter has had
hig few minutos,
TEAM WORK AT THE GUNS
“Then ¢omes the ran for the large
gune. No red pailnt s nesdel to mark
those hits, You cin see the projectiles

aml the wark, second by second, every
one of them ax valunble a=s  hours
wolld be ardinarbly, saps the strength
and energy of the men In thelr au.
preme effort
“Eyery shot a hit!" erles one of the
crew exultingls
Whal wna the time?' usks anothey,
Ho many seconds,” sayvs the umplre,
“That beats all veconds!' shonts ans
other and then there are cheers and

groal mjoiclngs After the frst fire
a8 Lhey near the warget, necdle-llke seareely o many heard the nolse of the
LY
il
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things that seem to flee with the spead
of light. You ean sec the holea they
make, if you take a glass. Their roar
is dull and the shake of the ship 18 a
powerful tremor. Your ears nre not
smitten, as with the smaller guns, but
the shock I8 tremendons. You are
cloge to the manifestition of a terrifie
force, Bul If ¥you wish to see the hest
part of the work you mupst go Ilnto the
cagemate, where the firing 1s done. A,
vaere team work Is golog on!

sl gun. The word to

J Powder

L1

Il "
it in the oo i
removed their tras ng
wooden rammer is throst i o the

gun.  It's a mere pop to them, Some
times they overreach themselves In the
desire to be quiek and they make &
migs. They don't hear the Just of that
for some time, but it's all in the work
and part of the genern| angerness to
do well.
THE BIGGER GUNS.

“Then come the eight-inch gins, The
rumble and roar s only a little worss
than the seven-inch guns, The geyvsers
gshoot a little higher and the cchoes
from the report come back 1o the
ghip like s0 many sharp thunderciaps.
where the ligntning s cloge.  Indeed,
It you want to have a better repro-
duction of thunder than any theater
can prodoce just manage to be on 4
battleship while 11 fires off Its eight-
inch puns in rapld succession. it's

~ the Kind of thunder tnut comes when
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ly as possible. For the big guns as
many sbkols may be fired as posgible
within a certaln number of  minutes

The shotsg pre counted catefully for
the small guns. and when the given
quota Is fired the order Is given:

Y l'ease firing!

“When the time limit has expired for
the big guns a whistle s hiown by
the umpire who has the watch and
the =same command 18 given, but the
crew hns the right to fire ons more
shot within a given number ol seconds
80 a8 to discharge any projectile that
mway have been in the gun when the
cease-firlng command woas given,

THE CREATION OF GEYSERS.

“As soon as the command to fire is
given intense acofivity starts. Crack

A8 the ship proceeds along the hassBORs the threespounder or three-inch,

of the trlangle the deflection and range
have (o be changed consgtantly. The
change (s greatest at the ends of the
run.  Along about the center, when
you are just opposite the target, the
changes are sight, bhot It Is just as
hard to hit the target, All these
changes are matters of fractions of
seconds. It Is not deliberate work, but
it I8 done carafully and there Is where
the element of (ralnlng comes in
“The first roar of & gun sends a thrill
through the ship. The man who has
fired it Is nervous. I it's a miss ne
steadles himsell ot onee.  Rare 18 1L
that the second shot 18 a miss The
gun-shy part of that man's carecr s
over, He Is now ns ¢ool as if he were
whistling Yankee Domdle, Bang and
ornck go his shots, Perhaps the gases
obseure his vislon to some extent, He
waltd an instant from time to time
before he fires.  Pump; pump, goes the
trigger. He's got the range, he's got
his nerve, he knows when he hits and
when he misses, IUS a big contest and
his tools of trade ara the confined ele-
ments of destroction with the accumus
Inted sclentific skill of decades behind
him, and the result depends upon his
e¢lenr vision and steady hand. The task
ingpires him, his fuce I8 drawn tense,
he forgets everything else. He becomes

[

Then comes the splash, A geyser
Jumps up out of the bay. ‘T'hen an-
other and another, as the projectile
hits the water. “These geysers look
as If Ol1d Faithful of the Yellowstone
had been brought down 1o give a spe-
clal performance. The spurls are not
in a straight line, for the curvature of
& small wave deflects the course of the
projectile and sends it carcening this
way or that. You can tell from the
positlon of the gpurt whether it was
hit or pot und you can count the hits
and misses carefully, You forget the
enr-smiting cracks of the guns and the
jolt of the decks, DI he make o bhit?
Is what yoo want to know, and Is the
pointer doing his work well, Cheers
come from various parts of the ship
as hit after hit are made, and if It's
a clean string there is general jublla-
tlon,

“But the ship is moving steadily along
the course, There ls always a slight
gap in the shooting when the pointers
change positions and telescopes, but
hoang, bang, crack, erack come the re-
ports, und before you know It the
whistle blowa and the red flag is low-
ered and that string s over., Then
the ship slowly clreles around to the
targets, and the repalring crew in the
small boats dash over (o mark the hits

ALABAMA AND THE TLLINUIS.

projectile, which has been  earefnlly
smoothed off and oiled, 15 run home
nnd seated.  Get out of the way qnivl,
rammer, for the powder bags are belng
thrust in! Don'l muake a false step,
for you may hinder some one who has
just one thing to do In the shortest
possible time!

“The charge is now homne, the captain
whisks the breech block into place,
the primer is attached and then the
captain slaps the poluter on the back
or orlee ready.  All thls time the gun
15 belpg trained, the runge and deflec-
tion have heen changed, and instantiy
there I8 a roar, a blinding flash. The
members of the crew close to the gun
move just far ¢nough back Lo escnpe

lightning hits and you look out to ses
if the trese In your front yurd nas Lieen
Epit Crash after crash comes back
to make you duck and dodge until the
projectile has finished §ta thunderbot
career and dartg into the water with
perhaps the lgnominions mission of
killing a fish instend of shattering a
battle-ship's side,

“But the twelve-inch guns! Pack the
cotton well Into your ears! Keep vour
mouth open!  Stand as fur away Irom
the muzz!e as you cnn on the ship!
Secure gil the things in your state-
room, for, if yvou don't you may find
your shaving muog on the Hoor and
your halrbrugh mixed up with the
lather.'”

MAKE A NOISE LIKE JOY
EDITOR STAR:—The time Is now
fully vipe, is it not? for Howall to toss
its cap In the air and to shout Hoo-
may!! ANN EM. PRESCOTT.

We have been wanting to vell for
three days past, hint every member of
the staff I8 hoarse a8 o crow with the
erip.—Ed. Star.

e
CAPTAIN'S CHILDREN TO
BE WIDELY SCATTERED.

The three ohildrén of Captain Robs
ery . Hathaway, Inte communder of
the steamship Mongolln, must grow
up in widely seattered places as o
result of the death of their mother
laat August and their father a few
weeks ago. Yesterday Judge Gra-
ham appointed Mrs, Bertha M. Kel-
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the recoll ke a prize fighter when he
throws his hoad back and escapes a
blow by the fraction of an inech.

“Open comes the breech in a finsh,
then another charge on it by the varl-
ous men, another slap on the back, an-
other roar and it's a hit or a miss.
Then a third charge, and another and
another, The men swent and breathe
bard, thelr faces become strained and
some of them white. The fight Is In,

{E ARETHUSA AND GLACIER ARE
PLES.

logg guardinn of Lucy Hathaway, the
vider daughter, Iia, the youngest,
will be taken care of by an aunt (n
New York, and Roberli, the fifteen-
year-old son, will go to Chester, Pa,
to another aunt. After Mrs., Hath-
away's death the capinin brought his
chilldren to San Franclseo apd placed
them in schools, but very soon afler
ha dropped dead in Shanghai, leaving
no estate.—8. F. Chronicle.
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